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RE: Rail Central SRFI ( TR050004 ) Request for deferment of the Examination 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
In response to Rail Central’s request to defer the examination of their application, a matter I 
believe you are currently giving due consideration, may I make the following comments. 
 
 

1. It appears Rail Central have scant regard for the timetable that is clearly set out by the 
Inspectorate, particularly the letter asking for a deferral that arrived the day before the 
ISH4 meeting of March 12th 2019, when surely prior knowledge of the poor traffic 
assessment was already known. This suggested deferral now has an impact on the 
Northampton Gateways application and does not allow them to complete a statutory 
cumulative road study. The late arrival of this letter shows complete disregard for the 
examination process and also towards members of the community who have 
dedicated their own personal time to participate in this examination process. 

 
2. Rail Central, as ever, seem to have their own agenda. No opportunity is lost to attack 

the Northampton Gateway application and yet Rail Central appear to have asked for a 
deferral so they can view from a distance how the Inspectorate will process 
Northampton Gateways application. One can only wonder what tactic Rail Central are 
playing by allowing a competing scheme to move ahead in the schedule.  
 

3. The Applicant have published that they will not consult with the majority of 
stakeholders through the next phase of the process. This is totally unacceptable when 
the community have dedicated a huge amount of unpaid time to participate in the 
examination process and will be the ultimate end user of any scheme. It is imperative 
that every stakeholder and registered interested party has the opportunity to comment 
on any changes and proposals. 
 

4. Given the Applicant has asked for a deferral due to incompetence arriving at traffic 
figure, one has to question how they will arrive at a final figure in such a short time, 
when they have had over three years to get these figures correct.  
 

5. Rail Central’s tactic throughout the process appears to change every time an update to 
the application happens, muddying the waters with random layout of important 
documentation. That the application was first submitted without an appendices 
smacks of underhanded subterfuge. 
 

6. I would welcome the Planning Inspectorates view on how an agreement can be 
reached, particularly with regard to traffic, when Northampton County Council have 
declared unanimous opposition to the project. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
Alison Brookes 


